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1956 A N N U A L MEETING 
Seventy-eight members and fifteen guests attended the 

Annual Meeting held at the Mellon Institute, Pi t tsburgh 
on November 7th, 8th and 9th. The technical program 
of five half-day sessions covered a broad range of fields 
of interest to Rheologists. Once again the bringing to-
gether of scientists f rom such diverse fields of interests 
as adhesives, metallurgy, polymers and viscous l iquid 
through the common bond of rheology produced stimu-
lating discussions and resulted in cross fertil ization of 
the various fields represented. 

The Social Hour Smoker was held at the Pi t tsburgh 
Athletic Association on the evening of November 8th. 
Dr. J. H. Dillon acting as proxy for Sir Hugh Taylor 
made the presentat ion of the 1956 Bingham Medal to 
Ar thur V. Tobolsky. This presentation speech will be 
pr inted in the forthcoming first issue of the Transactions 
of the Society of Rheology. Depart ing somewhat f rom 
the usual custom of discussing a technical subject Dr. 
Tobolsky presented his views on the economic and socio-
logical problems of the scientist in our t ime. His very 
pert inent remarks were well received and it is p lanned 
to have this paper publ ished in an early issue of Physics 
Today. Following the presentation and acceptance of the 
Medal, the formal meeting was ad journed and the re-
mainder of the evening was devoted to informal discus-
sion. Once again this part of the program of the Annual 
Meeting was found to be most stimulating and produc-
tive of interchange of ideas. 

At the business meeting of the Society on the after-
noon of the 8th the President reported on the solution of 
several of the problems which faced the Society a year 
ago. The Revised Constitution and By-Laws have been 
accepted by the membership and are now in force. These 
should prove of great assistance in conducting the busi-
ness of the Society. The Executive Committee voted to 
accept the offer of Interscience to publish Transactions 
containing the papers presented at the Annual Meeting. 
With our own publication no restrictions can be placed 
on the na ture and character of papers published and we 
will be l imited as to quantity only by the financial status 
of the Society. This year's Transactions should be dis-
tr ibuted to the membership in the early spring. 

January, 1957 

The Society is indebted to Dr. H. Markovitz and his 
committee for making the local arrangements for the 
1956 Annual Meeting and to Mr. R. M. Arnold for ar-
ranging the social evening at the Pi t tsburgh Athletic 
Association. 

A N N U A L FALL MEETING, 1957 
The Society has accepted the k ind invitation of Dr. 

J . H. Dillon of the Textile Research Institute to hold 
this year's meeting at Pr inceton, New Jersey on Novem-
ber 7th, 8th and 9th. The technical sessions will be held 
at the Textile Institute with Paul Alford serving as Chair-
man for local arrangements. Adequate blocks of room 
reservations have been reserved at the two local hotels 
for the nights of November 6th, 7th, and 8th. Dr . John 
Tordella will once again be Chairman of the Program 
Committee. Rheologists interested in presenting papers 
at this meeting should contact h im at their earliest con-
venience. 

INTERIM REPORT OF 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 

1. F I N A N C I A L S T A T E M E N T 

The financial statement is appended. This includes 
available cash only and does not take into account the 
Series G Bonds ($700) nor interest ($181.45) in the 
Bingham Fund, nor the Rheological Memoirs Fund 
($81.21). 

The proposed budget for 1957 is predicated on our 
adopting the publication of "Transact ions" at a cost of 
$1000. In 1956 publication of the 1955 meeting papers in 
the Journa l of Applied Physics cost $531.25 for 425 copies 
of the Rheology Issue. 

2 . M E M B E R S H I P 

As of October 5, 1956 the Society had 399 personal 
members and 40 company and insti tutional members as 
compared to 360 and 39 respectively at the same time 
last year, a gain of about 10%. Membership applications 
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received after September 1st were again applied to the 
following year (1957) as provided for in the Constitu-
tion and By-Laws. 

Dr. J . H. Dillon and his staff with the cooperation of 
the A. I. P . Staff prepared and distributed a Roster to all 
members, as was done last year. 

3 . P U B L I C A T I O N S 

Three issues of the Rheology Bulletin have been pub-
lished and distributed to the membership this year. 

The Journal of Applied Physics Rheology Issue (Vol-
ume 27, No. 5, May, 1956) devoted 47 pages to publish-
ing about half of the papers presented at the 1955 
meeting. 

4 . C O N S T I T U T I O N AND B Y - L A W S R E V I S I O N 

As noted in the Fall Bulletin this revision was ap-
proved by the membership and put in force. 

5 . EXECUTIVE C O M M I T T E E 

The Executive Committee met in New York City on 
February 4th, May 4th and October 19th and a brief 
meeting was held on November 8th in Pittsburgh pri-
marily to consider publications policy. 

6 . CORRESPONDENCE 

All correspondence, notices and membership applica-
tions have been handled as quickly as possible, as in the 
past. Items of possible interest for publication are sent 
to the Editor for use in the Bulletin as he sees fit. 

7 . R E L A T I O N S W I T H A . I . P . 

The President and Secretary-Treasurer were proxies 
to the Annual Meeting of the A. I. P . in February. 

Our accounts, as in the past, are being kept and all 
monies received and dispersed by A. I. P . 

8 . A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

The Secretary-Treasurer wishes to express his appre-
ciation for the continued help being given by the staff 
of the A. I . P . and to the various officers and committee 
chairmen who have submitted written reports at meet-
ings of the Executive Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W I L L I A M R . W I L L E T S 

Secretary-Treasurer 

ABRIDGED ESTIMATED F I N A N C I A L 
STATEMENT 

FOR 1956 AND 1957 INCLUDING 1957 BUDGET 

Cash on Hand January 1, 1956 $4,471.82 
Income to October 1, 1956 595.54 

Total $5,067.36 
Disbursements to October 1, 1956 $1,279.86 
Est. Disbursements Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 1956 260.00 
Bingham and Memoirs Funds 236.41 

Total $1,776.27 
Available Cash Balance January 1, 1957 $3,290.09 
Estimated 1957 Income (Inc. 1957 Dues) 1,600.00 

Total $4,890.09 
Estimated 1957 Disbursements 

Rheology Bulletin $ 400.00 
Publication—Transactions 1,000.00 
Membership Committee (incl. Roster) 200.00 
Election—(letter ballots, etc.) 100.00 
A. I. P. Assessment and Serv. Chge 300.00 
Mailing (Roster, Bulletins, etc.) 150.00 
Office Supplies (Stationery, etc.) 50.00 
Meeting Expenses 70.00 
Duplicating, Misc. Expenses 100.00 

Total §2,370.00 
Estimated Cash Balance—January 1, 1958 $2,520.09 

MINUTES OF 

1956 BUSINESS MEETING 

MELLON INSTITUTE, PITTSBURGH 

November 8, 1956 

1. The meeting was called to order by the president, 

F. D. Dexter, at 4:40 P.M. with all the officers and ap-

proximately fifty other members attending. 

2. The interim report of the Secretary-Treasurer, to-

gether with the financial statement and proposed budget 

for 1957, was accepted without discussion. 

3. The membership of the Society at the start of the 

Annual Meeting consisted of 399 personal and 40 com-

pany and institutional members; a gain of about 10% 

over the same time last year. During the course of the 

Annual Meeting, twelve additional members were ac-

cepted. Dr. Dillon and his Membership Committee were 

commended for their excellent work. 



4. The acceptance of the Revised Constitution and By-
Laws of the Society by an overwhelming letter ballot 
(as noted in the Fall 1956 issue of the Bulletin) was 
noted. The work of the committee charged with the task 
of revision consisting of Drs. Fair, Marvin, Mooney and 
Spencer was commended. 

5. The four Executive Committee meetings held dur-
ing 1956 were noted as essential for the consideration of 
the many problems confronting the Society. 

6. The petition of the Society of Exploration Geo-
physicists to become a member of the society of the 
A. I . P. (as noted in the Fall 1956 Bulletin) was discussed 
with the membership being advised that the Executive 
Committee favored such application and had so advised 
A. I. P. 

7. The Report of the Committee on Nomenclature 
submitted by Dr. Leaderman August 1956, was highly 
commended and notice given that it will be published 
and distributed to the membership in the near future. 
Thanks and appreciation were expressed to Dr. Leader-
man and his committee. 

8. The meeting was advised that 50 copies of the 
Nederlandse Reologische Vereniging "Proposals on Rheo-
logical Nomenclature and Definition" have been re-
ceived and some distributed to individuals particularly 
interested, with a small number still available. 

9. The method by which all Rheological Societies can 
be kept better advised of activities has been adopted as 
noted in the Spring 1956 Bulletin. This method pro-
vides for the interchange of notices, bulletins, and other 
pertinent information gratis among the seven societies 
involved. 

10. Notice was given that a suggestion has been made 
that the Third International Rheological Conference 
might be held in this country. Correspondence between 
Dr. Spencer and Dr. Seal (of the Netherlands) as re-
viewed by Mr. Dexter, indicated that while our Society 
would welcome the opportunity to serve as a host on 
such an occasion, if the meeting were held in a "soft-
money" country international participation might be 
better. 

11. The matter of publication policy with particular 
reference to the issuance of "Transactions" (Spring 1956 
Bulletin) was discussed at some length. Special thanks 
were extended to Dr. Eirich for his work in developing 
essential information on this problem and for his con-
tinuing efforts. The result of the letter ballot regarding 
this was 170 for and only 9 against, with many authors 
expressing approval. A motion was made by Dr. Marvin 
that the meeting go on record as opposed to the publica-
tion of "Transactions" but this was not seconded although 

the matter was discussed from the floor. Dr. Marvin then 
withdrew his motion stating that the majori ty agreed with 
the Executive Committee that the issuance of such "Trans-
actions" appeared a calculated risk. Many matters such 
as reprint costs, format, final editing and the like, remain 
to be settled. 

12. The meeting was advised that the National Bureau 
of Standards was setting up a Rheology Section under Dr. 
Robert S. Marvin. 

13. The meeting was advised that the Executive Com-
mittee had accepted the Textile Research Institute's invi-
tation extended by Dr. J. H. Dillon to hold the 1957 
meeting in Princeton. 

14. Mr. Dexter announced he would appoint a Nomi-
nating Committee before December 1st to function in ac-
cord with the Revised Constitution and By-Laws. 

15. The meeting adjourned at 5:45 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W . R . WILLETS 

Secretary-Treasurer 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
The composition of the Standing Committees for 1957 

is as follows: 
Publicity—J. H. Dusenbury, Chairman. 
Membership—J. H. Dillon, Chairman. 
Arrangements—Paul Alford, Chairman. 
Program—John Tordella, Chairman. 
Bingham Medal—J. D. Ferry, Chairman. 
Second Viscosity Standard—A. B. Bestul, Chairman. 
Nominations—Edmund Thelan, Chairman, 

R. D. Andrews 
W. H. Markwood 

Nomenclature—This committee is now inactive. Its re-
port of recommended nomenclature has been gratefully 
received by the Executive Committee and will be pub-
lished in the forthcoming Transactions. 

BRITISH SOCIETY 

The British Society of Rheology is organizing a con-
ference on "Rheology of Elastomers" to be held at the 
Rubber Producers Research Association at Welwyn Gar-
den City on May 30th and 31st, 1957. Contributions are 
invited for this conference and intending speakers are 
asked to first write to the Hon. Secretary, 52, Tavistock 
Road, Edgware, Middlesex. 

A. I. P. DEVELOPMENT FUND 

The American Institute of Physics has successfully 
negotiated the purchase of a new headquarters building 



at 335 East 45th Street, New York, and has arranged for 
the sale of the present facility at 57 East 55th St. Dur-
ing the past five years it has become increasingly evident 
that addit ional space, suitable for efficient operation of 
the several departments, was imperative. 

In the period 1943 to 1955 the number of physicists 
has increased threefold. The services pe r fo rmed by the 
Institute, measured on a dollar basis, has increased to 
nine times the amount for which the present headquarters 
was designed. In spite of this difficult situation the In-
stitute has more than quadrupled the number of journal 
pages published per year and distributed them to three 
and one-half times as many subscribers. 

The f u n d drive is the result of study and preparat ion 
over a period of three years. This need for funds is not 
based on any changes in the scope or na ture of the 
work of A. I. P . It does contemplate a need, which is 
considered urgent, for the provision of more pages for 
the publication of research. 

The highly for tunate transfer of propert ies which has 
been consummated does not completely solve the hous-
ing problem. It will be necessary to convert the basement 
and first three floors of the new building into proper 
form for the various Institute functions. P lumbing, elec-
trical and heating systems must be renovated and an ele-
vator installed. 

The appeal is broken down into the following three 

categories: 

1. Renovation of working space in new 
headquar ters $250,000 

2. Expansion of Publishing Program 200,000 

3. Funds for stimulation of training of 
physicists 50,000 

Total $500,000 

The last item is one of utmost importance. The need 
for a concentrated effort to guide young men and women 
into this field is evidenced by the change in the demand 
for physicists in the last ten years. In 1946 there were 
1.13 openings per registrant in tiie A . I . P . placement 
service. In 1956 the number reached 6.69. This is a five-
fold increase in the number of job openings. 

It is proposed that the half mil l ion dollar goal be 
divided into two parts, $150,000 f rom individual members 
and the remainder f rom industr ial organizations. The 
total goal is not large for physics, being less than half the 
amount of one year's outlay of the Institute. Nevertheless 
it is a sum of such magnitude that it can only be raised 
through the best effort of every one of us. 

PUBLICATION PLANS 

After an exhaustive study and serious deliberat ion the 
Executive Committee voted to initiate a Society publica-
tion to present the Annual Meeting papers. Through the 
efforts of F. R. Eirich a favorable offer was received f rom 
Interscience Publishers . Sufficient copies for distribution 
to each member will be supplied for a fee of $1000. The 
Transactions will be printed in a style and design similar 
to that used for the Journal of Polymer Science and will 
contain about 190 pages. The publisher will also prepare 
addit ional copies and pu t them on the market at a list 
price of $6.00 for non-subscribers to the Journa l of Poly-
mer Science and $5.00 for subscribers. Reprints of indi-
vidual articles will be available to authors at a standard 
price. 

This arrangement has several merits. I t makes possible 
the publishing of our papers in one volume which can 
be supplied to the members without an excessive cost 
to the Society. The availability of the Transactions on 
the open market will permi t greater dissemination of the 
papers, promote interest in Rheology outside our mem-
bership and make possible the preparat ion of this jour-
nal without placing too high a financial burden on the 
Society. 

Twelve or thir teen papers will be pr inted in this 
issue. With the help of R. D. Andrews, Assistant Editor 
of the Society, each paper has been sent out fo r review 
by a competent man in the field. Since, under this publi-
cation arrangement, we do not have to meet the require-
ments of a host journal , no restrictions need be placed on 
the scope or nature of the papers published. Each re-
viewer was asked only for his opinion as to the desir-
ability of including the article in the Transactions and 
to make any comments that would be of assistance to the 
author. 

Because this publication plan was not formally agreed 
to before the Annual Meeting, several speakers committed 
their papers to other journals . Notice of the place of 
publication of these papers will be given in a fu ture 
Bulletin. 


